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opportunity to usurp upon the liberties of the crown of England. For the Conqueror came in with the pope's banner, and under ittwon the battle. Whereupon the pope sent two legates into England, with whom the conqueror called a synod, deposed Stigand Archbishop of Canterbury, because he had not purchased his pall from Rome, and displaced many Bishops and abbots to make room for his Normans. This admission of the pope's legates, first led the way to his usurped jurisdiction in England ; yet no decrees passed or were put in execution, touching matters ecclesiastical, without the royal assent; nor would the king submit himself in point of fealty to the pope, as appears by his epistle to Gregory the seventh. Yet in his next successor's time, namely, in the time of King William Rufus, the pope by Anselme Archbishop of Canterbury, attempted to draw appeals to Rome, but did not prevail. Upon this occasion it was, that the king told Anselme, that none of his Bishops ought to be subject to the pope, but the pope himself ought to be subject to the emperor; and that the king of England had the same absolute liberty in his dominions, as the emperor had in the empire. Yet in the time of the next king, to wit, King Henry the First, the pope usurped the patronage and donation of bishoprics, and of all other benefices ecclesiastical. At which time, Anselme told the king, that the patronage and investiture of bishops was not his right, because pope Urban had lately made a decree, that no lay person should give any ecclesiastical benefice. And after "this, at a synod held at London, in the year 1107, a decree was made, unto which the king assented (saith Matthew Paris,) that from thenceforth no person should "be invested in a bishopric by the giving of a ring and pastoral staff, (as had been before); nor by any lay hand. Hereupon the pope granted, that the Archbishop of Canterbury for the time being should be for ever legatus natus : And Anselme for the honour of his see obtained, that the Archbishop of Canterbury should in all general councils sit at the pope's foot, as alterius orbis papa, or pope of this part of the world. Yet after Anselme's death, this same king gave,the archbishopric of Canterbury to Rodolph, Bishop of London, and invested him with the ring and pastoral staff; and this, because the